
March 24, 1950. 

Mr. 0. 0. Carrington, 
Dept. tiroblology, 
School of Bbdicine, 
wertawn Ressrve unlveraity, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Carrington~ 

I have your letter of the 19th it&x* about a puriLlBlsrrs strain 
whioh we moeived in Hove&m 1948, from Dr. Luria. We listed this sto<rk 
aa W-S90 in our reuords. .- 

UMortuna~, I have not been able tc grou out W-590 from the rtock 
vial in which it had been inoculated about a year ago, and I cannot recall 
having sent the atrain anywhere &is. f mart admit that our interert ia II- 
590 was rather limitid, ao that no spsaiaJ. attmM.on uaa given it. Aomwar, 
1 am surprised at ita iav%abUit#. I will make every addition& attempt 
possible to moover the strain, b!kt oan offer you no hoped. 

J&a. Ledsrberg tells me that ehe uonducted a few prel%ainary teata on 
the growth requimmnta of W-590. Acoording to her notes, the following 
reaulta were obtalnedt 

Supplemm 

guanine 
tlracil 
xanthlne 
gutinine + uracil 

(lmuth 

+ 
+ 

we were irq>rO88ed by the poralbility of’ 80~3 sort of trabadnation 
uhioh would oonver$ guanine to xanthine, but did not marry the matter uq 
further, erapeoial.ly aims Dr. Luria had mentioned your interest in thi8 8a- 
pmt. The guanine and uracil in the above teat had been autoclavsd together~ 
80 there eht uonceivably have been a uhe&xtl. rather than a biological tran+ 
f orfnation. 

I will let you know if we have any bgtter luck at rsmmci&ating 'W90, but 
as I say, it is rather doubtful. Pleaso give J.O. my best ngards, 

Sincerely, 

Joshua hderberg 


